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His incredible, beautiful, brilliant, and fearless

surfing defines him, but beyond extraordinary,

intelligent, articulate, and resourceful individual, one

who is wise in many ways, loving and kind in many

others we feel blessed to have an interview with

Kelly Slater. 

Intuitive Magazine: When did you first become

hooked on surfing?

It was really just a summertime thing for me from

when I was about five years old. 

What is it about surfing that you love?

I love the speed, I love drawing lines. I think even

from a young age it was about drawing a line on the

face of a wave that meant something to me.

If you weren't a pro surfer, what would you have

been?

I've always loved music, and as a kid, I wanted to be

a comedian, so that's what I would have said back

then. Maybe now I'd say alternative medicine, but it

didn't appeal to me until I was in my twenties.

Music's still there of course, and I also have a kind of

closet love for architecture. 

Was Surfing an escape for you?

It definitely was, but I only realized that later. 

When did you get your first article in a surf

magazine?

My first picture in any kind of magazine was when I

was ten, and I got a picture in the local paper the

same year. I was in a national magazine, Surfing,

when I was twelve. It was like a third of a page in

black-and-white, taken at the Sundek Classic in

Florida. 

Who was the local surfer you admired most when

growing up?

Matt Kechele. He brought the world home to me

and my brother Sean through videos and word of

mouth, and he also took us to the world. 

Kelly has rewritten the record books,

transcended his sport and his culture to

become a truly famous person, not to mention

a scratch golfer and a handy singer/songwriter.

He has acted, too. His love life has involved a

string of glamorous women and the price he

paid for that is to become a paparazzi target.

Everyone wants a piece of Kelly, and it is easy

to see why everyone is attracted to him. 
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Which victory is the most special to you? 

That is a tough one, Probably Pipeline Masters '95.

Pipe '98 was great, too, but looking back on '95, it

was just so well scripted. It was this great battle

between me and my greatest friends on tour, Rob

Machado and Sunny Garcia, in Sunny's backyard. All

the elements came together with Sunny potentially

winning the world title that day, Occy on his

comeback... just so much going on. 

Your thoughts on Andy Irons?

He is so driven as a competitor. I see parts of myself

in that, particularly early in my career, and I see parts

of my brother Sean in him too. I guess that comes

from Andy being the older brother in his family.

When I was first on tour with Andy, I gravitated

towards him, wanted to be close with him, and I feel

like I really tried and he just wasn't open to it. I was

the enemy, and you can't be close to the enemy.  It's

gotten pretty intense between us in and out of the

water at times, but my personal belief is that any

two people can get along, not matter what the

circumstances, if just one of them is willing to let it

happen. 

I

How would you describe your personality?

Sometimes I feel like a hermit and sometimes I feel

quite extroverted. I want to experience life from

every aspect, and there are a lot of things I'm only

just beginning to learn. 

Is there something you really fear?

Getting old and not finding love. 

What legacy do you hope to leave in professional

surfing?

An understanding that surfing is the most fun you

can have in life, but it's not life. Life is much bigger

than surfing. 

What is your astrology sign?

Aquarius, February 11th. 

As this is written this interview took place in

Huntington Beach, California. To the greatest surfer

in history, not just for his eight world titles and

record number of pro tour victories, but also for his

ability to consistently redefine the parameters of

surfing performance. 
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